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Abstract

Evolving from and supplementing Buddhist Vinaya, Rules of Pu-
rity for Chan school is a sort of system which guarantees the existence
and sustainable development of Chan school. Not only adapting to the
ancient Chinese society but also compatible with the spirit of Buddhist
Vinaya on the whole is Rules of Purity for Chan school as sinicization
of Buddhist Vinaya expected to meet both interior and exterior need of

Chan y, includi Iministrative hi hy, religi ritual ,

behavior norm and discipline measures.

Because of the epoch — making significance of Chanmenguishi in-
itiated by Baizhang Huaihai in Tang Dynasty, the history of Chinese
monastic codes could be divided into three connecting eras to be stud-
ied respectively.

I. Pre - Huaihai era, dated from the beginning of Buddhist
spread in China to Baizhang Huaihai’ s independence from traditional
Buddhist monastery, would be discussed mainly about the exploration
of monastic code by Daocan and Zhiyi, the contribution by Daoxuan to
the sinicization of Buddhist Vinaya and the the labor — Chan practice
of Dongshan sect.

II. Huaihai era, dated from Baizhang Huaihai’ s independence
from traditional Buddhist monastery to the end of Five Dynasties,
would be discussed mainly about Baizhang Huaihai’ s life and thoughts
and the epoch — making significance of Chanmenguishi.

II. Post - Huaihai era, dated from Song Dynasty to the end of

Qing dynasty, would be discussed mainly about the change and con-
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tent of Rules of Purity for Chan school with a multiple explanation
from political, economic, cultural and scientific point of view.

To be detailed, Chan school monastery could be regarded as a
subcultural religious group. My conclusion based on Rules of Purity
for Chan school in post — Huaihai era is as below:

I . In political aspect, Chan school monastery congratulates on
the Emperor’ s birthday regularly, cooperates with Tonsure Certificates
system by government and receives the official appointment of Abbot to
cater to feudal rulers’ desires and requests.

II. In economic aspect, Chan school monastery manages to de-
velop monastic economy to afford sorts of expenses including the fees
of Tonsure Certificates and deals carefully with the heritages of dead
monks through evaluation and auction to avoid unnecessary wastages.

M. In cultural aspect, Chan school monastery creates a number
of tea ceremonies in good order and holds funeral ceremony for dead
Abbot similar to the secular filiation to adapt to ancient Chinese cul-
tural traditions centered on rites, especially Confucianist tradition.

IV. In scientific aspect, Chan school monastery creates monas-
tery administrative system including administrative hierarchy, account-
ing management and materials keeping, auditory information - trans-
mitting system via the voice of instruments and visual information —
transmitting system via paper notice and health — protection system

though under the cloak of religious purity.
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